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The SIGA FITS FORUM is an exclusive, invitation-only, expert-driven thought leadership event 
focusing on Financial Integrity and Transparency in Sport.

This not-to-miss event will be co-hosted by Winston & Strawn LLP and SIGA AMERICA, the 
continental arm of the Sport Integrity Global Alliance (SIGA), the leading authority on Sport 
Integrity worldwide.

Following the 9th anniversary of FIFAGate, the highest profile and damaging corruption and 
bribery case in world Sport, the FITS Forum will unite leading experts to address the most 
pressing current issues impacting global Sport.

The FITS Forum serves as a crucial and timely event to tackle the most critical Financial Integrity 
challenges in Sport.

Expert insights will be shared by senior representatives from government, international 
organizations, financial institutions and professional service providers, as well as Sport bodies and 
the broader industry to articulate a path forwards and to help lay the groundwork for much-
needed reform.
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P R O G R A M M E

14h00 | OPENING SESSION

Richard Weber
Partner, Winston & Strawn LLP | Former Chief, Internal 
Revenue Service – Criminal Investigation, United States 
Department of the Treasury | Co-Chair, Permanent 
Committee on Financial Integrity & Transparency in Sport, 
SIGA

Emanuel 
Macedo de Medeiros
Global CEO, SIGA
Chairman & CEO, SIGA AMERICA

14h20 | KEYNOTE ADDRESS & FIRESIDE CHAT

Tyler Hatcher
IRS-CI Special Agent in Charge, LA Field Office
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14h40 | P A N E L  S E S S I O N  1  

Financial Integrity & Transparency in Sport: 
Main Threats, Key Challenges and Pressing Reforms

Sport is one of the world’s most popular and commercially successful sectors. But the brightest lights can also cast 
the darkest shadows. During the past two decades, Sport has often hit the front pages of the press for the wrong 
reasons. When U.S. law enforcement stormed FIFA in 2015, the tip of the iceberg was exposed, revealing a deep-
rooted, widespread web of corruption, bribery, and money laundering—not just in soccer and FIFA, but across 
many other Sports, organisations, and commercial partners.

As we mark the 9th anniversary of that game-changing operation, what lessons have been learned? What has 
fundamentally changed in football (soccer) and other Sports? Which reforms have been implemented and which 
ones continue adjourned or have been forgotten? What are the main threats and most pressing challenges 
currently facing the sector? Are we better off now? How can governments, Sport bodies, and law enforcement 
authorities work more effectively to prevent organized crime and unscrupulous individuals and organizations from 
infiltrating Sport and undermining its fundamental role in today’s society and global economy?
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14h40 | P A N E L  S E S S I O N  1  

Financial Integrity & Transparency in Sport: 
Main Threats, Key Challenges and Pressing Reforms

15h25 | B R E A K

 M O D E R A T O R :Emílio 
Garcia Silvero
Chief Legal and Compliance 
Officer, FIFA

David D. Chenkin
Managing Partner and Chair of 
Government Investigations, White Collar 
Defense and Anti Money Laundering 
Group, Zeichner, Ellman & Krausse LLP

Marylen HabibSean O’Malley
Federal Reserve Bank of New York Federal Reserve Bank of New York 

Kaitlin Farrell
Deputy Chief, General Crimes, United 
States Attorney’s Office, Eastern 
District of New York, United States
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15h40 | P A N E L  S E S S I O N  2  

Following the Money:
Safeguarding Sport From Money Laundering and Criminal Infiltration

Financial Integrity and transparency are cornerstones of good governance in Sport. Whilst some strides have been 
made, Sport remains exposed and vulnerable to number of new and increasingly complex and sophisticated trends, 
including but not limited to an unprecedented “invasion” of investment funds, many of which in poorly regulated 
and opaque jurisdictions, with masked ultimate beneficial owners and dubious motivations. 

This panel addresses some of the solutions adopted by Sport to prevent criminal infiltration and reveals how 
governments, financial regulators, supervision authorities and law enforcement are following the money to bring 
the dark practices into the light. Only through meaningful and result-driven collaboration, appropriate governance 
reforms and stakeholder buy-in can we aspire to a fiscally responsible and financially sustainable Sport, free from 
the ever-present threat of corruption, money laundering and tax evasion. This insightful session addresses these 
concerns directly and what needs to happen to get the much-needed reforms done.

This panel brings all sides of the industry together to address these global issues and shine a light on how we can 
learn from the past to better safeguard Sport Integrity, now and in the future.
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15h40 | P A N E L  S E S S I O N  2  

Following the Money:
Safeguarding Sport From Money Laundering and Criminal Infiltration

Andrea Traverso
Director, Financial Sustainability & 
Research Director, UEFA | Member, 
Permanent Committee on Financial 
Integrity & Transparency in Sport, 
SIGA

 

Marcelo 
Pontes Vianna
Secretary for Private Sector Integrity, Brazilian 
Comptroller General’s Office | Co-Chair, G20 
Anti-Corruption Working Group | Member, 
Permanent Committee on Anti-Corruption & 
Financial Integrity, SIGA LATIN AMERICA

Richard Gordon
Professor of Practice, Arizona State 
University | Member, SIGA Permanent 
Commitee on Financial Integrity and 
Transparency in Sport
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Mohammed 
Ahmed
Global Anti-Corruption Leader, 
Deloitte

 M O D E R A T O R :

Seth Farber 
− Partner & Chair of NY Litigation 

Practice, Winston & Strawn LLP | 
former Federal Prosecutor 

Doug Leff
Managing Director, SI Global 
Partners | former FBI Agent



16h15 | P A N E L  S E S S I O N  3

Championing Integrity in Sport:
Leading by Example through Good Governance, 
Transparency, and Independent Scrutiny

Integrity has become a go-to catchphrase in many industries, and Sport is not the exception. However, to earn the 
trust, confidence, and recognition of the fans, sponsors, governments, and the broader industry, Sport needs to 
demonstrate—with facts rather than mere rhetoric or unconvincing self-assessment exercises—that it is governed 
and operates under the highest integrity standards. The solution is the SIGA Independent Rating and Verification 
System (SIRVS). SIRVS assesses and rates Sport organisations' level of implementation of, and compliance with, the 
SIGA Universal Standards. SIRVS is independent, neutral, objective, and rigorous. It ensures the much-needed 
accountability and independent scrutiny. This session will demonstrate why it is regarded as the “silver bullet”. 
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Katie Simmonds
Global COO, SIGA & Managing 
Director, SIGAWomen 

Sandra Lopez
Immediate past CMO, Microsoft | Co-Chair, SIGA 
AMERICA Advisory Board

Lazaros Ioannou
Director, APC Compliance – Anti-
Money Laundry & Regulatory 
Consulting | SIGA Member

16h15 | P A N E L  S E S S I O N  3

Championing Integrity in Sport:
Leading by Example through Good Governance, Transparency, and Independent Scrutiny

Lukasz Turlej
Secretary General, International 
Chess Federation (FIDE) | SIGA 
Member
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17h00 | THE NEW YORK DECLARATION ON FITS & CLOSING SESSION

Richard Weber
Partner, Winston & Strawn LLP | Former Chief, Internal 
Revenue Service – Criminal Investigation, United States 
Department of the Treasury | Co-Chair, Permanent 
Committee on Financial Integrity & Transparency in Sport, 
SIGA

Emanuel 
Macedo de Medeiros
Global CEO, SIGA
Chairman & CEO, SIGA AMERICA

Giovanni Tartaglia Polcini
Italian Magistrate | University Professor on Anti-Mafia 
and Judicial Diplomacy | former Co-Chair and current 
member of the G20 Anti-corruption Working Group  
Chairman, SIGA 

11


